
After worship on January 20th we will hold our annual congregational meeting for the pur-
pose of electing officers, reviewing the budget and approving Rev. Amsler’s terms of call for 
2013.  The meeting is not expected to be lengthy and should be concluded in about 15-20 
minutes.  It is important to note that the issues surrounding our Denominational Discern-
ment Period will not be an agenda item for this meeting.  Those conversations and decisions 
will be reserved for another time. 

SPECIAL POINTS 

OF INTEREST : 

 Family Promise-January 
6th through January 
13th 

 January 20th Congrega-
tional Meeting following 
service 

 Newsletter Deadline-
January 13th 

 Family Life Group Kick-
off-January 13th-
Following service 

 January 27th—Adult 
Sunday Class-9:30 a.m. 

 February 9th-
Congregational Confer-
ence 

 February 13th-Ash 
Wednesday 
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MCPRESBY NEWS 

MCDONALD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—JANUARY 20TH 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN—ASH WEDNESDAY 

While it is impossible to believe, the beginning of the Lenten Sea-
son is just around the corner. 

The Presbyterian Women will be sponsoring their annual Ash 
Wednesday Service on Wednesday, February 13, 2013 beginning 
at 10:00 a.m.  Following the service will be a continental break-
fast.  This also marks the beginning of the Ministerial Association’s 
weekly Wednesday evening Lenten services. 

 

FAMILY LIFE GROUP KICKOFF FOR 2013 
SIGN UP FOR YOUR LIFE GROUP FOR  

THE NEW YEAR AFTER WORSHIP ON JANUARY 13TH 

The Launch of our Family Life Groups has been a great 
success in 2012 and we are looking forward to how God 
will use them in 2013.  For the first Quarter of 2013 
our Groups will be choosing their own curriculum and 
continuing to meet on their regular schedules.  After 
worship on January 13th we will have an opportunity to 
sign up for groups and to see what curriculum each 
group will use in the new year.  We also look forward 
to other church wide studies in the future. 



PASTOR ’S PAGE—REV. JUSTIN AMSLER 

Room For The Miraculous 
 

Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda.  
There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed.  And Peter said to 
him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.”  And immediately he rose.  And all the 

residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.  Acts 9:32-35 

 

In Acts 9:32-43 Luke tells us about two miraculous events that happened in the life of the early 
church.  The first one involves a man named Aeneas.  Aeneas is reported to be a paralytic and had 
been bedridden for eight years, confined to his mat.  Being a paralytic in that culture as well as in 
many places around the world today is a horrible existence.  Wheel chairs were non-existent and 
the nature of life in that society made individuals with disabilities extremely vulnerable.  It is un-
clear from the text but it seems as if this man was with the believers in Lydda.  If he himself was a 
believer then the Lord was shining his face upon him and blessing him in an extraordinary way, 
rewarding him for his faithfulness.  If he was not a believer then the Lord was simply acting out of 
his abundant love and mercy for the lost.  Regardless of his faith before the healing, the result is in 

verse 35 where it is reported that: “All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.” This is a fantas-
tic statement when we essentially think about two full towns that came to believe almost instantly in the saving work of Jesus 
Christ.  The proof was before them in the form of a healed man and believers who could explain how this miracle came to be.  
It is accounts like this that remind us of how our churches have the potential to have amazing increase when we are in align-
ment with the Spirit. 

 The second miraculous event is even more incredible as it involves the resurrection of the dead.  Tabitha, also known 
as Dorcas was a “disciple” meaning that she was a believer and follower of the Lord Jesus.  Her name means Gazelle and she 
seemed to have the energy and speed of that famous animal as she was loved for her dedication to helping the poor and her 
creation of various pieces of clothing that she would then give away to those who needed them.  To the great sadness of those 
who knew her she became sick and died.  We do not know for sure but it seems that she was a widow as her family was not at 
her side, but the other widows who had been blessed by her.  Peter was summoned and the power of Christ moved through 
him to raise her back to life.  The Spirit of God was on the move and people were coming to faith and were being healed. 

 These accounts are real events that formed the early church.  They are powerful for us today as we know about the 
power of Jesus Christ to heal and to forgive.  When amazing things happen in the life of the church people respond in faith and 
those who were far from God become near to him.  In this new year I have a real sense that some amazing things are going to 
happen in our church community.  The Gospel is going to be proclaimed, people are going to find encouragement and spiri-
tual vitality and the lost are going to find salvation in Jesus Christ.  There is room for the miraculous in our midst.  We believe 
in the saving work of Jesus Christ and in his power alone.  We believe that he answers prayer and heals the sick.  When we 
proclaim that and move to serve the one true and mighty God then his divine favor rains down on us and we experience the 
grace of God in new and powerful ways.  Join me in praying for our church that the New Testament reality of spiritual power 
and courage would come upon us, empowering us to serve in new and fantastic ways.  To God alone be the Glory!  Amen. 

 

May the Lord bless you this year as you turn to him and seek his love, 

Pastor Justin 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Our children and teachers were dedicated and faithful to The Story.  It brought us together and unified us even more. We 
are going to start the year with Bible basics and move into our Living Inside Out series from the makers of Group! Each module 
is 5 weeks and there are 3 in this series. A module includes: 1 reproducible leader guide, 3 reproducible small group leader 
guides, DVD, CD and Bible maker sample. We are excited to explore new methods this year. There will be more details to 
come! This series is for preschool through 6th grade.  

Our 6th grade through 12th grade Sunday school will participate in a small group series called The Rabbi: How Jesus Turned 
the World Upside Down.  We will explore the bold truths, authority, and kingdom that Jesus talked about and con-
tinues to demonstrate through His people! 

We are excited about the New Year and new happenings at MPC. As always thank you for your support, please continue to 
cover the children of this church and community in prayer. Together may we continue to reach children for Christ! 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL— 

GOSPEL IN LIFE 

Beginning on January 27th There will be a new Adult Sunday School Class offered in Calvary 
Center Sanctuary.  The class will begin promptly at 9:30 and will end by 10:25.  The class will 
be led by Rev. Amsler and is a video based curriculum featuring Author and Pastor Tim Keller.  
Tim Keller is the founding and senior pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York 
City.  He has emerged as a national leader and has produced some excellent books and teaching 
materials.  The class will meet every other week from January 27th through May 5th for eight 
sessions.  The curriculum is deep and will challenge us in our Biblical framework and under-
standing of the Gospel.  The video segment will be 10-15 minutes in length with teaching and 
discussion to follow.  Participants will be able to sign up for the class at the small group kickoff 

on January 13th.  Also through this curriculum we will have various opportunities to discuss the issues that face our church and 
denomination in relationship to the material being studied.  We look forward to seeing you for this fun and dynamic class. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Our goal is to have a mini church service for our kids and we hope that this kit will help 
us to move in that direction. We have a new kit from Group called Kid’s Own Worship. We 
don’t want to just keep the kids occupied during the adult service. We want to allow the 
Holy Spirit to keep our kids occupied. We do that by creating an atmosphere that allows 
God to move in a tangible way. That happens through song and the teaching/preaching of 
God’s word. We want this to be a time and place for kids to encounter their creator, to 
learn their identity in Christ, and to encourage one another through the gifts that God has 
placed on the inside of them. Included are a worship DVD, skit book, CD, and 13 Bible 
lessons.  



Children’s Church 

     Adult Volunteer    Youth Volunteer 
January 6, 2013   Summer Steele     Alex Nemec 
January 13th   Summer Steele     Katie Nemec 
January 20th   Summer Steele     Help Needed 
January 27th   Summer Steele     Help Needed 

Nursery 
     Adult Volunteer    Youth Volunteer 
January 6, 2013   Julie Petito     Jill Panizza 
January 13th   Linda Matchett     Hailey Bair 
January 20th   Shirley Esposito     Alex Nemec 
January 27th   Sarah Amsler     Katie Nemec 
 
Small Talk 
January 6, 2013   Molly Maxwell 
January 13th   Sarah Amsler 
January 20th   Help Needed 
January 27th   Syndria Lowe & Kids 
 
Greeters 
January 6, 2013   Dorothy Penberthy 
January 13th   Janet Slack 
January 20th   John & Suzanne Casey 
January 27th   Harry Masquelier 
 
Lay Leaders       Acolytes 
January 6, 2013   Help Needed   January 6, 2013 Help Needed 
January 13th   Help Needed   January 13th Help Needed 
January 20th   Sarah Amsler   January 20th Help Needed 
January 27th   John Casey   January 27th Help Needed 
          
Hospitality Bakers 
January 6, 2013   Help Needed     
January 13th   Help Needed 
January 20th   Katie McDowell 
January 27th   Vicki Zyra 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS/VOLUNTEERS-2013 
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MYM NEWS 

The Story  We are very excited for the future of MYM. We have gone through The Story together over the past 31 weeks and 
I believe that seeds have been planted; young lives were impacted and changed. 

Worship  We have entered a new level of worship. The youth have encountered the Lord in a tangible way during worship. 
They sing to Him with all their hearts. Many of our youth are new to the church setting and are in middle school. There is a 
new vibe and hunger to know Jesus Christ on a personal level.  

Trinity Sanctuary  We plan to move the central part of service to the main sanctuary at Trinity. We are outgrowing the par-
lor room. The changes that were made to the stage and the addition of the sound system have opened up new possibilities. We 
are thankful to the team that made those changes and Pastor Justin for his hard work on the sound system. These changes have 
energized us to try new things and to start small but think big. We serve a BIG God! 

Series  At the start of the New Year we are going to explore Live: Books of the Bible series.  We hope to dig deeper into the Bible 
and through engaging lessons that will bring the scripture to life through historical background and zoning in on specific books 
from the Old and New Testament. 

Vision  People of prayer please pray that we come alongside the Lord’s vision and allow the Holy Spirit to be our guide. We 
need to reach young people through different methods without compromising the Gospel. That is not easy to do and requires 
us to hear what God’s is saying and to step out into Faith. If we do that, He will do the impossible and we want to see nothing 
short of His very best, Amen! 

MYM Fundraiser  We are going to have a hoagie sale at the start of this year and distribution of the hoagies will be on Janu-
ary 23rd. Look for more details to come in our weekly bulletins. 

MYM would like to say thank you for supporting the Fall Fundraiser.  Between purchases and donations $300.00 
was raised.  Special thank you to Diana Ford (thirtyone, Cathy Krenn (Mary Kay) and Lindsey Longstreth (Party Lite) for their 
time and effort.  Thanks again! 

SCRAP & RECYCLING UPDATE 

Did you know we collect aluminum cans, brass, steel and iron?  We then take the scrap and metal to the “scrap 
yard” and we earn money!  For 2012 we raised $1,490.00 which isn’t a bad profit from recycling! 

If you need to have any items picked up, please contact Tom Garrett, Sr.  He heads up the project and has of-
fered to pick up any items you may need recycled and donates the profits to the church. 

CUSTODIAL STAFF UPDATE 

The past year has brought us a variety of changes in our custodial staff.  We have had a few different individuals fill 

the role and currently we have our very own Christian Education Director, Ms. Summer Steele filling one of our 

positions.  We currently have two custodians who help to clean and maintain both of our buildings.  Summer has 

every day responsibilities in Calvary Center and every other week she also looks after Trinity Center.  Paul Win-

ters serves us every other week in Trinity Center.  The weeks when Paul is present allow us to tackle bigger pro-

jects that often take more than one person to accomplish.  There is a great sense of teamwork to get everything taken care of that 

is necessary to maintain our buildings in excellent condition so that they are warm and welcoming places for our members and 

friends to gather.  When you bump into one of our custodians take some time to thank them for the work that they do to keep 

our church in great shape! 
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ECO: A COVENANT ORDER OF EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIANS 

THEOLOGICAL DOCUMENT : ESSENTIAL TENETS, AN EXCERPT 

The following is Page 5 of the Theology Project of the Fellowship of Presbyterians and the first page of the Essential Tenents in that document.  This is 
the official theology of ECO and the Fellowship of Presbyterians.   

 

 Presbyterians have been of two minds about essential tenets.  We recognize that just as there are some central and founda-
tional truths of the gospel affirmed by Christians everywhere, so too there are particular understandings of the gospel that define the 
Presbyterian and Reformed tradition. All Christians must affirm the central mysteries of the faith, and all those who are called to or-
dered ministries in a Presbyterian church must also affirm the essential tenets of the Reformed tradition. Recognizing the danger in 
reducing the truth of the gospel to propositions that demand assent, we also recognize that when the essentials become a matter pri-
marily of individual discernment and local affirmation, they lose all power to unite us in common mission and ministry. 

 Essential tenets are tied to the teaching of the confessions as reliable expositions of Scripture. The essential tenets call out for 
explication, not as another confession, but as indispensable indicators of confessional convictions about what Scripture leads us to be-
lieve and do. Essential tenets do not replace the confessions, but rather witness to the confessions’ common core. This document is 
thus intended not as a new confession but as a guide to the corporate exploration of and commitment to the great themes of Scripture 
and to the historic Reformed confessions that set forth those themes. 

 The great purpose toward which each human life is drawn is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.  Each 
member of the church glorifies God by recognizing and naming His glory, which is the manifestation and revelation of His own nature. 
Each member of the church enjoys God by being so united with Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit as to become a participant 
in that divine nature, transformed from one degree of glory to another and escorted by Christ into the loving communion of the Trin-
ity. So we confess our faith not as a matter of dispassionate intellectual assent, but rather as an act by which we give God glory and 
announce our membership in the body of Christ. We trust that when God’s glory is so lifted up and when His nature is thus made 
manifest in the life of the body, the church will be a light that draws people from every tribe and tongue and nation to be reconciled to 
God.   

 

I. God’s Word: The Authority for Our Confession  

 The clearest declaration of God’s glory is found in His Word, both incarnate and written. The Son eternally proceeds from 
the Father as His Word, the full expression of the Father’s nature, and since in the incarnation the Word became flesh all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge are offered to His disciples.  The written Word grants us those treasures, proclaims the saving gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and graciously teaches all that is necessary for faith and life.  We glorify God by recognizing and receiving His 
authoritative self-revelation, both in the infallible Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments and also in the incar-
nation of God the Son. We affirm that the same Holy Spirit who overshadowed the virgin Mary also inspired the writing and pres-
ervation of the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit testifies to the authority of God’s Word and illumines our hearts and minds so that we 
might receive both the Scriptures and Christ Himself aright.   

 We confess that God alone is Lord of the conscience, but this freedom is for the purpose of allowing us to be subject always 
and primarily to God’s Word. The Spirit will never prompt our conscience to conclusions that are at odds with the Scriptures that He 
has inspired. The revelation of the incarnate Word does not minimize, qualify, or set aside the authority of the written Word. We are 
happy to confess ourselves captive to the Word of God, not just individually, but also as members of a community of faith, extending 
through time and around the globe. In particular, we join with other members of the Presbyterian and Reformed community to affirm 
the secondary authority of the Book of Confessions as a faithful exposition of the Word of God. 

 

II. Trinity and Incarnation: The Two Central Christian Mysteries 

A. Trinity   

 The triune nature of God is the first great mystery of the Christian faith. With Christians everywhere, we worship the 
only true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - who is both one essence and three persons. God is infinite, eternal, im-
mutable, impassible, and ineffable. He cannot be divided against Himself, nor is He becoming more than He has been, since there is no 
potential or becoming in Him. He is the source of all goodness, all truth and all beauty, of all love and all life, omnipotent, omniscient, 
and omnipresent. The three persons are consubstantial with one another, being both coeternal, and coequal, such that there are not 
three gods, nor are there three parts of God, but rather three persons within the one Godhead. The Son is eternally begotten from the 
Father, and the Spirit proceeds eternally from the Father and the Son. All three persons are worthy of worship and praise.  God has no 
need of anyone or anything beyond Himself. Yet in grace this Triune God is the one Creator of all things. The ongoing act of creation 
is further manifested in God’s gracious….  Keep Reading at www.fellowship-pres.org  



JANUARY BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARIES 
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January Anniversaries 

Jay and Diane Nation   January 10th 

Marie & Bill Schottenheimer  January 19th 

 

January Birthday’s 

 

Bob Klimas    January 2nd 

Patty Sember    January 2nd 

Kristy Bennett    January 3rd 

Naomi Brockman    January 3rd 

Mary Hawes    January 5th 

Zoey Longstreth    January 9th 

Robert Cooper    January 12th 

Helen Catrain    January 14th 

Shirl Krenn    January 16th 

Dorothy Smith    January 16th 

Hannah Fay Descutner   January 20th 

Roger McElhaney    January 25th 

Luke Errett    January 27th 

Becky Gladden    January 31st 

FAMILY PROMISE—JANUARY 6TH THROUGH  

JANUARY 13, 2013 

We will once again be hosting Interfaith Hospitality Network (also know as “Family Promise”) Janu-
ary 6, through January 13, 2013.  This is the first of four weeks that we will be hosting.   

The following are the remainder of the weeks that we will be hosting: 

  March 24, 2013 through March 31, 2013 

 June 23, 2013 through June 30, 2013 

   December 8, 2013 through December 15, 2013 

As you know, this mission of the Deacons would not be possible if not for our volunteers.  We need volunteers to drive the 
van, overnight hosts, food providers, kitchen help, people to help set up and take down the new air mattresses which has 
made it considerably easier.  If you help in any way, please contact Carol McCarty. 

As always, thank you so much! 
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CARELIST 
JANUARY 1, 2013 

Ms. Stacy Bennett      Mrs. Donna Bennett 

Mrs. Joann Bennett     Mr. Clarence Brockman 

Mrs. Naomi Brockman     Ms. Dorothy Blank (Lynn Brockman’s cousin) 

Mrs. Dolores Chambola (Ida Galicic’s sister)  Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli 

Mrs. Margie DeFaveri     Mrs. Kris Hanczar 

Miss Julie Hanczar     Mrs. Dorothy Irwin 

Mrs. Kat Rickenback (Friend of Lin Nalesnick)  Mrs. Roberta Langer 

Mr. Floyd Laughlin     Mrs. Dorothy Laughlin 

Mrs. Jane McRae      Mr. Chuck Smith, Sr. 

Mrs. Dorothy Smith     Mrs. Jean Tucker 

Mr. Carl Waspusk     Mr. John Walker  

Mrs. Carol Wanner (sister of Debbie McGinnis)  Mrs. Dorothy Roths 

 

Assisted Living /Rehabilitation 

Miss Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care, South Minster Place, Apartment 336, 880 South Main Street, 
Washington, PA  15301  Telephone:  724/250-4951 

Mrs. Jo McDowell, Washington Commons, Room 209, 528 Dewey Avenue, Bridgeville, PA  15017 

Dorothy Blank, Kade Nursing Home, 1198 W. Wylie Avenue, Washington, PA  15301 Telephone:  724/222-2148 

Mrs. Hilda Balog, Providence Point Health Care Center, 200 Adams Avenue, Room 139-Memory Support 

 Unit Pittsburgh, PA  15243. 

Mrs. Bea Cerezo, Country Meadows of South Hills, #4, 3570 Washington Pike, Room 414, Bridgeville, PA  15017.   

Mrs. Dorothy Roths, Golden Living Center of South Hills, 201 Village Drive, Room 308, Canonsburg, PA  15317.  
412/344-9860. 

Mrs. Anna Windsheimer, Manor Care, Room 103, 113 McMurray Road, McMurray, PA  15317.  724/941-3080 

 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Mr. John (Jake) Rapacuk on the death of his sister, Connie 
Rapacuk who passed away on Monday, December 17, 2012. 

I would like to say thank you to the members of McDonald Presbyterian Church for you kind thoughts and 
prayers during the last several months as I recovered from my back injury and surgeries.  Thank you all very much!  Rob 
Guidice 

TREASURER ’S REPORT—NOVEMBER 2012 

November 2012 Financial Report 

Budget Income :  $17, 300.00 

Budget Expense : $16,990.00 

Lighting the Way :$ 2,037.00 

YTD Expected Income:    $228,464.50 

YTD Budgeted Income:    $193,445.54 

           YTD Budgeted Expenses: $203,551.14 
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Abbreviation Key—Choir 

BC:  Bell Choir; KC:  Kids Choir; AC:  Adult Choir; YC:  Youth Choir 

JANUARY 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Happy New Year 
Office Closed 
 

2 MYM 3 Cub Scouts Cal. Ctr. 
Choir Practice 

4 AA’s 5 Presbyterian Women 
Party SNPJ-Midway  
11:30 a.m. 

6 10:45 a.m. Service 
Family Promise 

7 Family Promise 8 Garden Club 
11:30 a.m. 

Committee Reports 
Deadline 
Boy Scouts Cal. Ctr. 

Family Promise 

9 MYM 
Family Promise 

10 Cub Scouts Cal. Ctr. 
Choir Practice 
Family Promise 

11AA’s 
Family Promise 

12 Family Promise 

13 10:45 a.m. Service 
Family Promise 
Concludes 
Family Life Group 
Kickoff 

14 Session Mtg. 7:00 
p.m. Trinity Ctr. 

15 Boy Scouts Cal. Ctr. 16 MYM 17 Cub Scouts Cal. Ctr. 
Lioness’ 7:00 p.m. Trin. 
Ctr. 
Choir Practice 

18 AA’s 19 

20 10:45 a.m. Service/
Congregational Meeting 
following worship 

21 22 Boy Scouts Cal. Ctr. 23 MYM 24 Cub Scouts Cal. Ctr. 
Choir Practice 

25AA’s 
  

26 

27 10:45 a.m. Service 
Adult Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. Calvary 
Sanctuary 

28 29 Boy Scouts Cal. Ctr. 30 MYM 31 Cub Scouts Cal. Ctr. 
Choir Practice 
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Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Fall/Winter Service 

10:45 a.m. 

Summer Service 

10:00 a.m. 

CONGREGATIONAL CONFERENCE: 

FEBRUARY 9, 2013 

Our congregation is currently in a period of discernment regarding our affiliation with the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).  Because we have entered this formal period of conversation 
regarding our denominational home we must take certain steps to help us navigate the issues 
at hand and educate ourselves regarding the decision that we will make together.  In order to 
help us make this decision we have planned a Congregational Conference for Saturday, February 9th, 
2013.  The gathering will take place from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM in Calvary Center.  The 
conference is designed to be a fun and energizing time of worship, guest speakers, break out 
groups and fellowship.  The day will be carefully structured to bring as many facts and details 
together as we can that will allow us as a congregation to feel informed and confident about 
the issues at hand.  It is important to know that we will not be making any kind of decision at 
this gathering.  We simply will be educating ourselves about the issues and enjoying our time 
together. Please plan now to attend this important day in the life of our church. 

 

January 2013 


